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DECEMBER/1962 


National Commission 
on Community [ealth Services 


@ COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES f the U.S. are, for the most part, 
inadequate, even though they have grown and improved in the last 
two decades. This, most public health leaders believe. 


As Berwyn F. Mattison, M.D., executive director of the American 
Public Health Association, states in a recent Public Affairs pamphlet, 
“, .. community health services in the United States are, in 1962, in a 
developing stage rather than solidly established throughout the coun- 
try.” Dr. Mattison further states that health services are “provided in 
an atmosphere of fragmentation and administrative confusion; they 
are wasteful of funds and human resources; they are uncoordinated; 
and, more immediately to the point, they fall far short of what they 
could be in terms of existing knowledge, proven skills, and available 
resources at community, state, and national levels.” 


In an attempt to improve the picture, a National Commission on 
Community Health Services has been formed. It is jointly sponsored by 
the National Health Council and the American Public Health Associa- 
tion. The commission will, over a period of four years, study and ap- 
praise the nation’s community health services, needs, and resources. 
Marion B. Folsom, former U.S. Secretary of Health, Education, and 
Welfare, and a director and management advisor for Eastman Kodak 
Company, is chairman. 


The commission will study health services in relation to the in- 
creased demands imposed on them by automation, modern transporta- 
tion, urban sprawl, expanding and shifting populations, space age 
industrialization, and new developments in health care and disease 
control. 


Focus of the studies will be organization of resources, manpower, 
and facilities for better health at the community level. One major con- 
cern will be the wide variety of services and facilities necessary for 
improved and extended care of people with chronic illness or impair- 
ment, and of the aged. Another is care of mothers and young children. 


Special task forces will be organized for the study of trends in the 
development of community health services, the organizational aspects 
of both public and private agencies, health resources in demand now 
and those which may be required in the future. 


“We are hopeful that this comprehensive study, the first such under- 
taken in more than 15 years, will provide a basis for the integration and 
most effective use of health services, both public and private, on both 
national and community levels,” states Mr. Folsom. 


The commission is composed of about 20 national leaders, including 
representatives of public and private health agencies, organized medi- 
cine, education, labor, business, industry, and one voluntary health 
agency: NTA, represented by NTA’s managing director, James E. 
Perkins, M.D. « 
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